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Minutes
Minites of the Local Dental Committee Meeting held on Tuesday 9th June 2020 at 7.30pm, via Zoom.
1. WELCOME – To a new virtual world – The current proposal is that all meetings should continue in virtual for,mat for the foreseeable future.
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

3. MINUTES - Approved
4. MATTERS ARISING
a. LDC Official’s day -  a Virtual LDC conference is to go ahead in light of the continuing Covid situation. 
b. Brexit – Anyone remember that? No further details of the impact of supplies.
5. TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION
a. Election results – Cheerag Ravel was welcomed to the committee.

b. Election of Officers – En-Bloc Election of the Officers of the Committee, all parties stood unopposed, and were duly re-elected.
c. Sudden death of a Suffolk Practitioner – A Private Practitioner in Suffolk died suddenly. Sec was able to help a friend of the widow in what was required and passed on the appropriate BDA advice sheet. Nick Lamb was already in touch with the practice as his practice was closest, and he was visiting the next day. 
d. Accounts - Circulated to the Committee by email.
e. Covid 19 – Two sites for Covid negative patients are available in Suffolk, both in Ipswich. The Community clinic in Bury is being used as a Covid positive site.
NHSE produced an SOP, and a referral system, with Triage at Practices followed by Level 2 Triage being manned by a volunteer team,  led by the LDC Secretaries in each County,
covering the whole of the Eastern Counties on a rota. Nick Lamb has been leading the system.
In effect that is an area just under the size of Wales, with twice the population (discounting sheep) 

In Suffolk, the 14 volunteers have been doing more than their bit – at times the referral system has been upto 5 days behind, the extra hours have been appreciated by all concerned! Unfortunately, some members of the profession have been spending their time arguing with the Triage team and the imposition of the SOP upon their patients. Unfortunately the high risk nature of dentistry, in terms of proximity to the patient, and the respiratory droplet transmission of the Covid19 virus had led us to undertaking dentistry that is not best practice under normal conditions.
PPE – Supplies are available to the UDCs via NHSE and the local council. 
Fit Testing – Fit testing for FFP2 and FFP3 masks is becoming more available, with training courses underway for more fit testing trainers.
UDCs – The Urgent care centres have been extremely busy, doing absolute emergencies only, trauma, extractions and opening and dressing where multiple courses of antibiotics have been unsuccessful. 
A special mention should be made of Tom Norfolk’s efforts during the Covid crisis, drafting the SOP which was to be later plagiarised by the OCDO and rolled out nationally. 

f. DFT – Ipswich scheme closed – rationalisation of the system has led to the Ipswich VT scheme being closed. On a personal note, as a patient of Ken Horrock’s (who set up the scheme) and having been a VT and a VT trainer on the scheme, and in the current climate of difficult recruitment I feel that this is a very unfortunate and sad development. (PR)
Norwich TPD vacancy advertised.

6. REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

a.
G.D.P.C. Nil
b.
LDN Meeting – Covid, and a way forward Post-Covid are the main streams of work. The concept of clustering of practices is gaining some headway.
c.
East of England LDC Secretaries’ Meeting – The links and networking between LDCS has been instrumental in the development of the Covid Level 2 triage system, the PPE supplies & Fit testing  
7. OTHER CORRESPONDENCE – lots all related to Covid!
8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS – None
9. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 12th October 2020 Via Zoom
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